CAPTIVE COMMERSON’S DOLPHINS
A HISTORICAL RECORD & INVENTORY

(ASIA, EUROPE, NORTH & SOUTH AMERICA)
Published: August 18, 2010

R Uk atheBlackfish
Juan & Fabio, SeaWorld San Diego © Ruka, DATE

COMPILED BY:
Ceta-Base: Online Marine Mammal Inventory
http.//www.ceta-base.com
Last updated: August 18, 2010



http://www.ceta-base.com/

TABLE OF CONTENTS

1.0 CAPTIVE COMMERSON’S DOLPHIN HISTORY
= 1.1 Early Collections: Europe, Japan & North America (1978-1987)
= 1.2 Captive Breeding

2.0 CODES & ABBREVIATIONS
= 2.1 Capture Locations
= 2.2 Facility Abbreviations

3.0 CAPTIVE COMMERSON’S DOLPHIN INVENTORY

4.0 APPENDICES
= 4.1 Appendix 1

5.0 REFERENCES
= 5.1 References & Citations

6.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS & DISCLAIMER

19

24

25



1.0 - CAPTIVE COMMERSON’S HISTORY

1.1 EARLY COLLECTIONS: EUROPE, JAPAN & NORTH AMERICA (1978-1987)

The history of Commerson’s Dolphins (Cephalorhynchus commersonii) in captivity is relatively
short with the first known collections occurring in 1978 and continuing until 1987. During this
nine year period approximately 53 animals were collected for Sea World (United States),
Duisburg Zoo (Europe), and several aquariums in Japan.

Beginning in 1978, three facilities collected and displayed Commerson’s Dolphins: Bahia Blanca,
Duisburg Zoo and Sunshine International Aquarium. It’s not known during what month that
Bahia Blanca captured their animals but what is known is that two individuals were held in a
pond by AH Cobreros and were released after 48 days of captivity (Balcomb, 1995).

In the winter — either late November or early December — the Duisburg Zoo and Sunshine
International Aquarium took a total of ten animals between them. Six of the dolphins went to
Duisburg Zoo where all but one died (Yogi/Jogi). Causes of death for these animals ranged from
pneumonia to fungal infections (Candida spp) resulting in severe skin lesions and death
(Gewalt, 1990).

The remaining four animals (3 females, 1 male) were collected for Sunshine International
Aguarium in Tokyo but never made it to their facility. One dolphin died almost immediately
after take off, the other three were seized during a stop over in New York because no permit
had been secured to legally allow the transport/importation of the animals into the United
States.

The three surviving dolphins were taken to Mystic Marinelife Aquarium for care where one died
the same day.



The male (Don Juan) died after 10 days of care and his death left the Aquarium with just one
surviving animal, a female they named “Carmelita”. According to investigators handling the
case,

“The animal which remained alive at the date of the hearing, suffered from an S-shaped flexure
of the tail extending from the flukes to the dorsal fin. The origin of this deformity has not been
conclusively established though the Aquarium staff surmised that it may have resulted from
severe muscle cramps during the animal's prolonged confinement in the shipping crate.”

Miraculously, Carmelita lived for another two and a half years in the care or Mystic Aquarium,
dying in July of 1981 (Monaco, 1983).

Duisburg Zoo would capture Commerson’s again in 1980, collected five males of which two
survived.

In 1983 captures were made by Sea World who took twelve individuals to display at their
California park - six of these animals survived past six months and two of them remain alive
today (Betsy & Juan).

7 Commerson’s Dolphin in the “Underwater Theater”, Sea World of California



Duisburg Zoo would make their final collection in 1984 with six animals — 3 males and 3
females. .

In March of 1987 a total of 17 dolphins would be collected by three facilities in Japan —
Marinepia Matshushima Aquarium, Sunshine International Aquarium and Toba Aquarium with
animals divided up in the following way:

e Marinepia Matsushima: 3 females, 2 males (Aura, Tierra, Arena, Cruz & Viento)
e Sunshine International Aquarium: 2 females, 3 males (names unk)

e Toba Aquarium: 1female, 2 males (Kurobe, Liner & Haruka)

The other four animals are unaccounted for but it’s believed that they probably died at the
above facilities prior to 1990.

1.2 CAPTIVE BREEDING: UNITED STATES & JAPAN (1985-PRESENT)

The first successful birth of a Commerson’s
Dolphin in captivity occurred at Sea World of
California on February 21%, 1985. The dam
(CC-8327) gave birth to a male calf that was
named “Jacob” (derived from “Jacobita”) who
would live for 15 years before dying of colitis
at Sea World of Ohio in 2000. CC-8327
produced at least two more known calves —
J.B. (Jacob’s Brother) and a calf in 1990 that

did not survive. © Sea World of California

Overall, in 15 years there have been 17
pregnancies at Sea World resulting in 14
successful calves.  While it’s not known
whether any of the remaining pregnancies
resulted in stillbirth, 3 pregnancies resulted in
the birth of a live calf which did not survive.

© Sea World of California



In June of 2007 a calf was born via artificial insemination to Ringer (dam) and Pepe (sire) — the
calf was born alive but did not survive. Regardless, this event represents a significant milestone
for the future management of the species in a controlled environment.

In Japan, the first captive birth occurred on July 1%, 1989 at Marinepia Matshushima Aquarium.
Born to a female named “Will” and a male named “Viento”, the female calf was named “Laura”
(also know as Lara, Rora or Roller).

In 11 years there were a total of 16 pregnancies resulting in 10 successful calves among the
various Japanese facilities. Six of the births were unsuccessful, resulting in six live births in
which the calf did not survive. Seven captive born animals survive today and at least two
captive born females have produced calves of their own (2™ generation).

© Matsushima Aquarium



2.1 HOLDING FACILITIES

ABBREVIATION

AQUATICA
BAHIA BLANCA
DUISBURG
MATSUSHIMA
MIYAJIMA
MYSTIC

NANKI

SUN INTL
SWC

SWO

TOBA

2.2 CAPTURE LOCATIONS

2.0 CODES AND ABBREVIATIONS

FACILITY

Aquatica

Jardin Botanico y Zoo de Bahia Blanca
Duisburg Zoo

Marinepia Matsushima Aquarium
Miyajima Public Aquarium

Mystic Marinelife Aquarium

Nanki Shirahama Adventure World
Sunshine International Aquarium
Sea World of California

Sea World of Ohio

Toba Aquarium

ABBREVIATION

ARGENTINA
CHILE

CAPTURE SITE

Argentina, unspecified location
Straits of Magellan

STATUS

open, current holder
unknown

open, no longer exhibiting
open, current holder
closed for renovation
open, no longer exhibiting
open, current holder
open, unknown

open, current holder
closed, 2001

open, current holder

COUNTRY

South America
South America



3.0 CAPTIVE COMMERSON DOLPHINS:
HISTORICAL RECORD/INVENTORY

Germany, Japan & the United States
(1978-present)



? CAPT ??-???-78 ARGENTINA wild Wild * held at Jardin Botdnico y Zoo de Bahia Blanca
TRANS ??-77?-78 BAHIA BLANC * released after 48 days, held in a pond
RELEASE ??-?7?-78 UNKNOWN

? CAPT ??-???-78 ARGENTINA wild Wild * held at Jardin Botdnico y Zoo de Bahia Blanca
TRANS ??-77?-78 BAHIA BLANC * released after 48 days, held in a pond
RELEASE ??-?7?-78 UNKNOWN

M CAPT ??-Nov-78 ARGENTINA wild wild
TRANS 18-Dec-78 DUISBURG
DEATH ??-777-77 DUISBURG

F CAPT ??-Nov-78 ARGENTINA wild wild
TRANS 18-Dec-78 DUISBURG
DEATH ??-777-77 DUISBURG

F CAPT ??-Nov-78 ARGENTINA wild wild
TRANS 18-Dec-78 DUISBURG
DEATH ??-777-77 DUISBURG

F CAPT ??-Nov-78 ARGENTINA wild wild
TRANS 18-Dec-78 DUISBURG
DEATH ??-777-77 DUISBURG

F CAPT ??-Nov-78 ARGENTINA wild wild
TRANS 18-Dec-78 DUISBURG
DEATH 977777 DUISBURG



FACILTY ID #

NAME

Yogi/Jogi

Carmelita

Don Juan

No Name

No Name

No Name

No Name

SEX

EVENT

CAPT
TRANS
TRANS
DEATH

CAPT
TRANS
TRANS
DEATH

CAPT
TRANS
TRANS
DEATH

CAPT
TRANS
DEATH

CAPT
TRANS
TRANS
DEATH

CAPT
TRANS
DEATH

CAPT
TRANS
DEATH

DATE

??-Nov-78
18-Dec-78
12-Sep-04
20-Nov-04

??-Dec-78
14-Dec-78
14-Dec-78
26-Jul-81

??-Dec-78
14-Dec-78
15-Dec-78
25-Dec-78

??-Dec-78
14-Dec-78
14-Dec-78
??-Dec-78
14-Dec-78

15-Dec-78
15-Dec-78

LOCATION

ARGENTINA
DUISBURG
SwWcC
SWC

ARGENTINA
SUN INTL
MYSTIC
MYSTIC

ARGENTINA
SUN INTL
MYSTIC
MYSTIC

ARGENTINA
SUN INTL
TRANSIT

ARGENTINA
SUN INTL
MYSTIC
MYSTIC

ARGENTINA
DUISBURG
DUISBURG

ARGENTINA
DUISBURG
DUISBURG

SIRE NAME

Wild

Wild

Wild

Wild

Wild

Wild

Wild

DAM NAME

Wild

Wild

Wild

Wild

Wild

Wwild

Wwild

NOTES

* captured late Nov/early Dec
* dolphins were bound for Japan, intercepted in NY
* dolphins landed in NY around 0300 AM, Dec 15

* dolphins were bound for Japan, intercepted in NY
* dolphins landed in NY around 0300 AM, Dec 15

* dolphins were bound for Japan, intercepted in NY
* died almost immediately after take off

* dolphins were bound for Japan, intercepted in NY
* dolphins landed in NY around 0300 AM, Dec 15

* captured in Jan/Feb 1980

* captured in Jan/Feb 1980



Guacho M CAPT ?7?-27?-80 ARGENTINA Wild Wild * captured in Jan/Feb 1980
TRANS 9-Feb-80 DUISBURG
DEATH 19-Jul-82 DUISBURG
Nico M CAPT ?7?-277-80 ARGENTINA Wild Wild * captured in Jan/Feb 1980
TRANS 9-Feb-80 DUISBURG
DEATH ??-27?-92 DUISBURG
Pepe M CAPT ??-7?7-80 ARGENTINA Wild Wild * captured in Jan/Feb 1980
TRANS 9-Feb-80 DUISBURG
DEATH 15-Sep-89 DUISBURG
SWC-CC-8326 Juan M CAPT 23-Nov-83 CHILE Wild Wild
TRANS 13-Dec-83 SWC
SWC-CC-8327 ? F CAPT 24-Nov-83 CHILE Wild Wild
TRANS 13-Dec-83 SWC
DEATH 7-May-91 SWC
SWC-CC-8328 - F CAPT 25-Nov-83 CHILE Wwild Wild * animal was probably not named due to short
TRANS 13-Dec-83 SWC time in captivity
DEATH 28-Jun-84 SWC
SWC-CC-8330 Betsy F CAPT 25-Nov-83 CHILE Wild Wild
TRANS 13-Dec-83 SWC
SWC-CC-8329 - F CAPT 26-Nov-83 CHILE Wwild Wild * animal was probably not named due to short
TRANS 13-Dec-83 SWC time in captivity
DEATH 5-Feb-84 SWC



SWC-CC-8331 ? M CAPT 27-Nov-83 CHILE wild Wwild
TRANS 13-Dec-83 SWC
DEATH 11-Aug-90 SWC
SWC-CC-8332 - M CAPT 29-Nov-83 CHILE Wild Wild * animal was probably not named due to short
TRANS 13-Dec-83 SWC time in captivity
DEATH 13-Dec-83 SWC * possibly died during transport
SWC-CC-8333 Pancho M CAPT 30-Nov-83 CHILE wild Wwild
TRANS 13-Dec-83 SWC
DEATH 7-Dec-95 SWC
SWC-CC-8334 Oreo F CAPT 1-Dec-83 CHILE wild Wwild
TRANS 13-Dec-83 SWC
DEATH 7-Jul-04 SWC
SWC-CC-8335 - F CAPT 1-Dec-83 CHILE Wwild Wild * animal was probably not named due to short
TRANS 13-Dec-83 SWC time in captivity
DEATH 13-Dec-83 SWC * probably died during transport
SWC-CC-8336 ? M CAPT 2-Dec-83 CHILE Wwild Wild * animal was probably not named due to short
TRANS 13-Dec-83 SWC time in captivity
DEATH 19-Dec-83 SWC
SWC(C-CC-8337 - F CAPT 2-Dec-83 CHILE Wwild Wild * animal was probably not named due to short
TRANS 13-Dec-83 SWC time in captivity
DEATH 13-Dec-83 SWC * probably died during transport
Hénschen M CAPT ??-777-84 CHILE * capt in Jan/Feb 1984
TRANS 14-Feb-84 DUISBURG
DEATH ??-??7-85 DUISBURG

10



Busso M CAPT ??-?77-84 CHILE * capt in Jan/Feb 1984
TRANS 14-Feb-84 DUISBURG
DEATH 22-Dec-91 DUISBURG
M CAPT ??-?77-84 CHILE * capt in Jan/Feb 1984
TRANS 14-Feb-84 DUISBURG * might not have made it out of the country, died
DEATH ??-?277-84 DUISBURG before tranport??
F CAPT ??-777-84 CHILE * captin Jan/Feb 1984
TRANS 14-Feb-84 DUISBURG * might not have made it out of the country, died
DEATH ?P-??7-84 DUISBURG before tranport??
F CAPT ??-7?7-84 CHILE * capt in Jan/Feb 1984
TRANS 14-Feb-84 DUISBURG * might not have made it out of the country, died
DEATH ?P-??7-84 DUISBURG before tranport??
F CAPT ??-?7?-84 CHILE * capt in Jan/Feb 1984
TRANS 14-Feb-84 DUISBURG * might not have made it out of the country, died
DEATH ??-777-84 DUISBURG before tranport??
SWC-CC-8526 Jacob M BORN 21-Feb-85 SWC Unk * the first captive birth
TRANS 26-Apr-97 SWO
DEATH 7-Mar-00 SWO

Oreo's Calf F BORN 19-Apr-86 SWC Unk Oreo * live birth
DEATH ??-Apr-86

Betsy's Calf ? BORN 1-May-86 SWC Unk Betsy * live birth
DEATH ?-077-77

11



Liner M CAPT ??-Mar-87 CHILE wild Wild * straits of Magellan
TRANS 27-Mar-87 TOBA
TRANS P-2-?? ?
- 000//]
Kurobe M CAPT ??-Mar-87 CHILE wild Wild * straits of Magellan
TRANS 27-Mar-87 TOBA
TRANS PP-PPP-?? MIYAJIMA
DEATH ?7?-27?-05 MIYAJIMA
-0/
Haruka F CAPT ??-Mar-87 CHILE Wwild Wild * straits of Magellan
TRANS 27-Mar-87 TOBA
DEATH 1997-2000 TOBA ?

Aura F CAPT ??-Mar-87 CHILE Wwild Wild * straits of Magellan
TRANS 27-Mar-87
TRANS 2006-2008 MATSHUSHIMA

Viento M CAPT ??-Mar-87 CHILE Wwild Wild * straits of Magellan
TRANS 27-Mar-87  MATSHUSHIMA
TRANS PP-P09-?? MATSHUSHIMA

Cruz M CAPT ??-Mar-87 CHILE Wwild Wild * straits of Magellan
TRANS 27-Mar-87  MATSHUSHIMA
TRANS PP-PPP-?? MATSHUSHIMA

Tierra F CAPT ??-Mar-87 CHILE wild wild * straits of Magellan
TRANS 27-Mar-87  MATSHUSHIMA
TRANS 8-May-08  MATSHUSHIMA

12



FACILTY ID #

NAME

Arena

SEX

EVENT

CAPT
TRANS
TRANS
DEATH

CAPT
TRANS
TRANS
TRANS
TRANS
DEATH

CAPT
TRANS
TRANS
TRANS
DEATH

CAPT
TRANS
TRANS

CAPT
TRANS
TRANS

CAPT
TRANS
TRANS

DATE

??-Mar-87
27-Mar-87
PP-?7P7-7?

??-Mar-87
27-Mar-87
??-Jun-90

??-777-77

??-Mar-87
27-Mar-87
??-Jun-90

??-777-77

??-Mar-87

27-Mar-87

??-Mar-87
27-Mar-87

??-Mar-87
27-Mar-87

LOCATION

CHILE
MATSHUSHIMA
MATSHUSHIMA
MATSHUSHIMA

CHILE
SUNSHINE
KAIYUKAN

KAMOGAWA
KAIYUKAN
KAIYUKAN

CHILE
SUNSHINE
KAIYUKAN

KAMOGAWA
?

CHILE
SUNSHINE

CHILE
SUNSHINE

CHILE
SUNSHINE
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SIRE NAME

Wild

Wild

Wild

Wild

Wild

Wild

DAM NAME

Wild

Wild

Wild

Wild

Wild

Wwild

NOTES

* straits of Magellan

* straits of Magellan
* 5 of the '87 captures went to Sunshine

* straits of Magellan

* 5 of the '87 captures went to Sunshine

* unknown whether this animal died at KSW or not

* straits of Magellan

* 5 of the '87 captures went to Sunshine

* straits of Magellan

* 5 of the '87 captures went to Sunshine

* straits of Magellan
* 5 of the '87 captures went to Sunshine



? CAPT ??-Mar-87 CHILE wild Wild * straits of Magellan
TRANS 27-Mar-87 ?
TRANS

? CAPT ??-Mar-87 CHILE wild Wild * straits of Magellan
TRANS 27-Mar-87
TRANS

? CAPT ??-Mar-87 CHILE wild Wild * straits of Magellan
TRANS 27-Mar-87
TRANS

? CAPT ??-Mar-87 CHILE wild Wild * straits of Magellan
TRANS 27-Mar-87
TRANS

Betsy'sCalf M BORN 25-May-87 SWC Unk Betsy
DEATH  25-May-87

SWC-CC-8727 B M BORN 10-Jul-87 SWC Unk 83277 * )B means "Jacob's Brother"
TRANS 4-May-96 SWO
DEATH 9-Mar-00 SWO
SWC-CC-8826 Toni F BORN 10-Sep-88 SWC Unk Betsy
TRANS 7-Mar-98 SWO
DEATH 23-Oct-00 SWO
SWC-CC-8827 Oreo's Calf F BORN 28-Sep-88 SWC Unk Oreo
DEATH 2-Jan-98 SWC

14



Roller F BORN 1-Jul-89 MATSUSHIMA Cruz Wwill ? * not certain is "Will" is the correct name or not
TRANS PP-P0-?? TOBA * other name variations — Roller, Laura, Rora
? M BORN 8-May-90 SWC Unk CC-8327
DEATH PP-PPP-?? SWC

Lara/Rara F BORN ??-?7?-91 MATSUSHIMA Unk Tierra * sire is probably Viento
Sailor F BORN 29-Apr-91 MATSUSHIMA Viento Aura * other names variations are Sera, Sarah, Sailor
? M BORN 8-Dec-92 SWC Unk ?
DEATH 8-Dec-92 SWC
SWC-CC-9326 Pepe M BORN 23-May-93 SWC Pancho Betsy
TRANS 4-May-96 SWO
TRANS 18-Dec-01 SWC

TRANS 26-Jan-08 AQUATICA

SWC-CC-9327 Fabio M BORN 16-Sep-93 SWC Juan Oreo
TRANS 4-May-96 SWO
TRANS 18-Dec-01 SWC

TRANS 26-Jan-08 AQUATICA

Haruka's M BORN 2-Jul-94 TOBA Unk Haruka
Calf DEATH ?P-??7-94 TOBA
SWC-CC-9526 Crocker M BORN 21-Jun-95 SWC Unk Betsy
TRANS 26-Apr-97 SWO
DEATH 18-Mar-00 SWC



SWC-CC-9527 M BORN 10-Jul-95 SWC Unk ?
TRANS 7-Mar-98 SWO
TRANS 18-Dec-01 SWC
DEATH 18-Jan-04 SWC
Haruka's ? BORN 30-Jul-95 TOBA Unk. Haruka
Calf DEATH ??-???-95 TOBA
SWC-CC-9528 Cookie F BORN 8-Sep-95 SWC Unk. Oreo
TRANS 7-Mar-98 SWO
TRANS 18-Dec-01 SWC
DEATH 28-Dec-03 SWC
SWC-CC-9626 Tiger M BORN 21-Jun-96 SWC Unk Toni
TRANS PP-?0?-?? SWO
DEATH 18-Mar-00 SWO
Lori/Rori M BORN 20-May-97 TOBA Kur/Lin Roller * sire either Kurobe or Liner
(Laurie) DEATH ~ 2002 TOBA * died at Toba?
SWC-CC-9726 F BORN 25-Sep-97 SWC ? ?
DEATH 24-Oct-97 SWC

Bonn ? BORN 19-May-98 MATSUSHIMA Cruz Tierra

SWC-CC-9826 Keebler M BORN 1-Sep-98 SWC Juan Oreo
TRANS 26-Jan-08 AQUATICA

16



SWC-CC-9827 Ross M BORN 23-Oct-98 SWcC Juan Betsy
TRANS 26-Jan-08 AQUATICA

Qurili M BORN 22-Jun-00 TOBA Liner Roller
(Ri) TRANS  ?2?-29?-2? NANKI
DEATH 2008-2009 NANKI

SWC-CC-0026 Ringer F BORN 10-Jul-00 SWC Juan Oreo
Stella F BORN 27-May-01 MATSUSHIMA Cruz Tierra

TRANS ?9-?7?-7? NANKI

TRANS ??-Jan-10 TOBA

Wing M BORN 7-Jun-01 MATSUSHIMA ? ? * dam either Aura or Arena ?
DEATH ?7?-?77-04 MATSUSHIMA

SWC-CC-0126 Rachel F BORN 8-Jun-01 SWC Juan Betsy
DEATH 15-Dec-03 SWC
Columbus F BORN 14-Apr-02 TOBA Liner Roller
(Koron) DEATH ??-???-03 TOBA
Kirara ? BORN 11-Jul-02 TOBA Liner Lara
(Killala) DEATH 19-Dec-02 TOBA
Peace M BORN ??-???-06 TOBA Liner Lara * born in 2006, where??
TRANS ??-Jan-10 NANKI * exchange for Stella???
Toto M BORN 27-Jul-06 TOBA Unk Lara * sire is most likely Kai
DEATH 8-Jan-07 TOBA



SWC-CC-0726 Ringer's ? BORN 30-Jun-07 SWC Pepe Ringer * artificial insemination
Calf DEATH ??-2??-07 SWC

Sailor's Calf ? BORN ??-?7?-08 MATSUSHIMA Unk Sailor
DEATH ??-?7?-08 MATSUSHIMA

Lara's Calf ? BORN 7-0Oct-08 TOBA AQ Unk Lara
DEATH ??-279-77 TOBA AQ
SWC-CC-0926  Betsy's Calf ? BORN 19-Jun-09 SWC Juan Betsy * born alive
(live birth) DEATH ??-Jun-09 SWC

Sailor's Calf ? BORN 20-Jun-10 MATSUSHIMA Unk Sailor

18
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4.1 APPENDIX 1.
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DISCLAIMER
All information on this page has been obtained from public sources believed to be reliable and is as correct as

possible. The information contained within this document is for data basing and archiving of known Commerson’s
Dolphin statistics but please keep in mind that this information is dynamic. This document is not intended to be a
definitive or professional reference on captive dolphins or the facilities holding them. Due to the nature of the
data within this document some discrepancies are to be expected. In the event new information is obtained or
corrections are made a new version will be drafted - corrections or edits will be noted in the new edition. Finally,
this document is not affiliated with any professional association or facility.
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